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Facing COVID-19, virtually

The Global Christian Forum’s International Committee met virtually on April
23. Solidarity and deep connection emerged as stories of COVID-19's impact
on the church were shared.

The Church is facing new challenges and redefining ministry. In regions
where healthcare resources are abundant and strong, some are experiencing
a shifting of their fast-paced life, a forced solitude, and a new appreciation for
contemplative rhythms.

Others, like those in the continent of Africa and in Latin America, struggle with
fears about a lack of capacity to respond — fragile health systems, extreme
inequality, and in some places the impossibility of social distancing. Prayers
of concern and solidarity were shared as the body of Christ suffers in many
parts of the world.

Yet members of the committee also took time to celebrate signs of hope and
calling. Pastors in many communities are helping to spread truthful, factual
information to combat fear and the spread of the virus. There were many
stories of charity and outreach as Christians are courageously meeting the
immediate needs of those who are vulnerable. Creative “virtual churches”
have emerged around the world, and people’s access to Bible study, mutual
encouragement, and Christian community have increased in many surprising
ways.

This moment is revealing a longing for a new "normal" — a change in the
systems that create disproportionate suffering and vulnerability. We pray that
this may be so.
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Give to the Forum:

globalchristianforum.org/donate

See what's new:

globalchristianforum.org

Stay in Touch:

info@GlobalChristianForum.org
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Broad Group Comes
Together in Africa
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A broader group of leaders than had come together before. From L to R:
Rev. Nicta Lubaale, Gen. Secretary, Organization of African Instituted
Churches
Venerable ).W. Kofi De-Graft Johnson, Gen. Secretary, Council of
Anglican Provinces of Africa
Rev. Fr. Terwase Akaabiam, Gen. Sec., Symposium of Episcopal
Conferences of Africa and Madagascar
Rev. Dr. Aiah Foday-Khabenje, Gen. Secretary, Africa Evangelical
Alliance
Rev. Dr. Fidon Mwombeki, Gen. Sec., All Africa Conference of Churches
Rev. Dr. Casely Essamuah, Secretary of the Global Christian Forum

Secretary Essamuah met in Kenya with a significantly diverse
gathering of Christian leaders in January. The group intended to
explore beginning an Africa Regional Consultation of the Forum
— a gathering of leaders from many Christian traditions to
dlscuss common goals and chaIIenges

Secretary
Essamuah
congratulating
the newly
appointed Gen.
Secretary of
Council of
Anglican
Provinces of
Africa, the
Venerable Kofi
DeGraft Johnson.

Those gathered shared personal falth stories, and named the

ways that God is working in their respective communities. These
practices, common to Global Christian Forum events, helped
build relationships and trust between the leaders.

A key next step was enthusiasm for a larger, more formal
gathering, which will convene the widest possible representation
of church leaders in Africa, including youth and women. While
COVID-19 may impact this meeting, planned for November of
2020, the seeds which were planted of trust and collaboration will
most certainly bear fruit.
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A Pandemic Plan

Every ministry is pivoting during the COVID-19 crisis. Global
Christian Forum is no exception.

We plan to continue our focus on building relationships across
denominations and differing expressions of the Christian faith —
but relying more heavily than ever before on our online tools.

Be sure to "like" us at facebook.com/GlobalChristianForum to
see new content, which we post regularly.

We also are adding new resources to our website,
GlobalChristianForum.org. We hope they will be useful even in
times of social distancing.

We are also excited to announce a new resource that we think
the Forum is uniquely poised to provide. As church leaders all
over the globe adjust to this new ministry context, we believe that
we can learn, and gain greater hope, from listening to voices
from all over the world about their COVID-19 ministry life.

=  EBYoulube Search To this end, we are hosting
regular "touchstone con-
versations" in with leaders
from an array of context
around the world. These
leaders are finding ways to
respond to the challenges
and the opportunities that
this time presents. You can
watch the conversations on

Beatriz Sarkis, of the Focolare YouTube (SearCh for

movement in Italy, shares on YouTube. “Global Christian Forum™ to
find us), or you can watch the website for regular postings of the

conversations in text form.

As we face this pandemic, the Holy Spirit is working to unite us
ever more closely to one another.
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Canada Churches meeting
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The Canadian Council of Churches invited the Global Christian
Forum to participate in their Governing Council meetings in
November. Board members called it the highlight of their meeting in
a survey at the end. The language used during that session —
“relational” not “positional,” and “asking who is not here” — and in
general the vision that was shared helped to shape the strategic
direction that the council mapped out for the coming years.

The Canadian Council of Churches plans to pay closer and closer
attention to the Forum's methodology and increase
its participation and engagement, as well as begin to practice faith
sharing among its leaders. "It was encouraging to know that what
the Global Christian Forum shared will be useful to them as they
endeavor to work across denominational boundaries in the great
country of Canada," said Rev. Dr. Casely Essamuah, the Forum's
secretary.
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